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The Department of Theological Studies Ny 
cH 


Concordia University 
invites you to a Colloquium 


THE INTERPRETATION OF GENESIS 1- 2:4 


The colloquium will contrast traditions of religious reading of the Bible, focusing on Gen 1 - 2:4. Each 
presentation will provide a typical example of a specific interpretative practice as applied to Gen 1-2:4a. 
It will attempt to describe that practice (interpretative theory) in terms of the context for interpretation 
which it makes normative (i.e. history of Israel, or history of sources, or doctrinal structures, or social 
contexts, or reader's expectation etc.) and in terms of how it is, or was thought to be, a legitimate 
interpretative method. If each presentation then applies its theory somewhat narrowly, it is expected that 
eight divergent insights into the text will be seen, leading to eight divergent interpretations. 


SQ h 


Proposed traditions: 


Lecture historico-critique [context: historical texts and events which motivated the original | 
author and occasioned the meaning] - Dr. Robert David, Université de Montréal. | 


Targumic and Rabbinic reading [context: rules of interpretation] - Dean Barry Levy, McGill 
University. 


Typological reading - Origen [neo-platonic context] - Dr. Charles Kannengiesser, Concordia. 


Theological reading - Augustine [ ecclesial community context] - Dr. Pamela Bright, 
Concordia. 


Medieval Jewish reading - Maimonides, Ramban [context: the house of study] - Dr. Ira 
Robinson, Concordia. 


Classical Protestant reading - Calvin, Barth [context: preaching] - Rev. David Oliver, 
Concordia. 


Feminist reading [context: patriarchal social structure] - Lorraine Gaudreau, Concordia. 


Reader-Response Criticism [context: canon and contemporary reader] - Dr. S. McEvenue, 
Concordia. 


Hall Building, Room 110 
Monday, Nov 3, 1997 
6:00 to 8:00 PM 


Concordia University Pa, 
(SGW Campus, 1445 de Maisonneuve W.) bh 
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